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RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. All the following rules and regulations are binding to all clubs participating in the USSA EC Football Inter-Campus League

2. PARTICIPATION: all tertiary institutions in the Eastern Cape that are affiliated to USSA National and USSA EC Football have a right to participate in the league – unless otherwise decided by the two (2) mentioned federations

3. LEAGUE STRUCTURE/COMPOSITION: USSA EC Football League shall consist of 10 male teams and 6 female teams – the League will consist of single stream with teams playing home and away fixtures at central venues

4. DATES AND VENUES: all participating clubs will only play fixtures on dates sanctioned by the League Coordinator and the venues also sanctioned by the League Coordinator. Any request to change dates/venues must be communicated with the League Coordinator in writing at least 14 days in advance. Only the match referee or USSA EC with the advice of the League Coordinator may make decision on whether the field of play is playable condition or not.
5. LAWS OF THE GAME: all matches will be governed by SAFA/FIFA Laws of the Game and the Referees’ decision shall be final

6. MATCH OFFICIALS: it is the duty of the club that owns the field to ensure that match officials are available for matches taking place at their field – it is the duty of the home team to ensure that match official are paid before the kick off. In cases where no match officials are available then the visiting team shall be required to provide a match official and that this match official shall not be paid any match fee

7. DURATION OF MATCHES: all matches for men will be played over 90 minutes with an interval not exceeding 15 minutes; all matches for women will be played over 80 minutes with an interval not exceeding 15 minutes

8. FIELDS AND ABLUTION FACILITIES: each affiliate owning a soccer field must ensure that the field is well maintained (grass cut, lines clearly marked, official dimensions, official goal posts, nets, no open drains or manhole on the field)  and that there are toilet facilities available for players

9. MATCH BALL: all match balls used must be FIFA approved/inspected and that it is the responsibility of the home team to provide a match ball, however, the referee may accept a match ball from the visiting team if the home team fails to provide one

10. POSTPONEMENTS: all requests for postponements must be submitted to the League Coordinator in writing at least 14 days in advance
11. TEAM SHEETS: only team sheets supplied by the League Coordinator must be used in all official league matches – team sheets must contain the players’ initial, surname, jersey number, student number and must be signed by a manager or head coach. Team sheets must be presented to the referee at least 5 minutes before the kick off.  Team sheets must be faxed/emailed to the League Coordinator at least 3 days after the match. 
12. ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS: only registered students are eligible to participate in the league – no student will be allowed to register with one institution and play for another institution. Each student shall be required to produce a valid student card and ID/Passport (certified colour copies of all these documents are acceptable) – black and white certified copies of passports are acceptable (it is against the law to make a colour photocopy of a passport). Without presentation of all these documents a student will not be allowed to participate.

13. DISPUTES/APPEALS/PROTESTS/COMPLAINTS: any club wishing to record any of these matters shall be required to do so in writing at least 7 days after the match and that the complaint/ protest/dispute must be accompanied by a fee of R500. 00 – failing to fulfil any of these requirements shall render the complaint/protest/appeal/dispute invalid

14. CAUTIONS/SENDING OFF: yellow cards shall only be valid for the match where the yellow card was received (yellow cards accumulation rule shall not apply). A red card shall be valid for 2 matches, not counting the match where the red card was issued. The next 2 clubs due to play a club with a red carded player will be informed in writing of a red carded player (the name/student number/jersey number)
15. TEAMS ARRIVING LATE:  all teams are required to be at the field of play and ready to play at least 15 minutes before the kick off. There will be no grace period for matches to start late unless there is another USSA EC Football sanctioned match on the same field.

16. WALKOVERS: any club that concede 3 walkovers will be suspended from further participation in the league for the current season and that they will be required to appear before USSA EC for disciplinary hearing

17. TEAM COLOURS: all teams are required to register their home/away colours with the League Coordinator and that team will be required to stick to their colours to avoid unnecessary clashes

18. MATTERS NOT PROVIDED FOR: any matters not provided for under these rules and regulations shall be decided upon by USSA EC executive committee in liaison with the League Coordinator.
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